
2016 was a year of blessings and renewed commitment to our mission. Reading through this 
Annual Report, we hope you will see how God is leading us to serve people as they age. 

We learn from God’s Word that He is ever present with us, and that His provision in 
the past, His blessings of the present, and His promises of the future lead us in the 

ministry of Baruch. 

As we look back at 2016, we see evidence of God’s work and hand in our 
ministry: in finances, in the growth of staff, in the renovation and expansion 
of communities, and, most importantly, in the stories and the testimonies 
of residents. Looking ahead to 2017, and the celebration of Baruch Senior 
Ministries’ 20th anniversary, we see how the events of 2016 will impact our 
growth in the years to follow. 

In the pages of this Annual Report, you will see the fruit of God’s work 
through Baruch’s mission. Many thanks to the Baruch team members and 
volunteers throughout Michigan who participated in Baruch’s mission this 

past year and to those who will still be actively involved in carrying it on into the years to come. 

The promises of Psalm 32:8 will continue to be our guide and focus in the years ahead: “I will instruct you and teach 
you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.” 
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Emeritus MembersThe volunteer Board of Directors for Baruch Senior Ministries is an active and diverse 
group of Michigan professionals committed to seeing that our mission and values 
are carried out through all levels of the organization. The Board furthermore plays 
a significant role in strategic planning and assists in guiding Baruch’s future in 
accordance with its purpose—to honor God by serving people as they age. 

We would like to extend an earnest welcome to Joan Cornelison who became a  
new board member in 2016, and a thank you to Rich Vande Vegte who completed 
his term in 2016. We truly appreciate the service of our board members, both  
former and present. 
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Established in 1997, Baruch Senior Ministries is a faith-based not-for-profit organization operating 23 licensed 
assisted living communities throughout the state of Michigan. Our focus in each community is to create a 
compassionate and loving environment where seniors can make a lasting home. Baruch seeks to understand 
the needs of each resident as an individual and seeks to meet these needs with quality care. Baruch also 
understands the difficulty in moving from home, and thus seeks to create a place with the comfort, peace, and 
security of home.

Throughout the Book of Jeremiah, God continually 
expresses through His prophet His commitment 
and faithfulness to His people. As Jeremiah’s disciple 
and scribe, Baruch penned these promises of God, 
and thus served as an instrument for assuring God’s 
people would never be abandoned. Just as Baruch 
remained faithful to his call, Baruch Senior Ministries 
promises to uphold its commitment to provide 
seniors and the disabled with housing, care, and 
programs that meet their physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs. The residents of Baruch communities 
can enjoy the care, comfort, and abundant peace 
and security that God desires for His people. 
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“I will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security.”	
  - Jeremiah 33:6 

As a faith-based organization, Baruch Senior Ministries 
recognizes that not only physical care, but also emotional 
and spiritual care are essential to our mission and purpose.

To fulfill this mission and purpose, Baruch Senior Ministries 
has a Spiritual Care team committed to meeting the 
emotional and spiritual needs of residents, families, and 
staff. Spiritual Care works with local churches, pastors, 
and lay persons in each Baruch community to provide 
ongoing worship services and Bible studies for our 
residents. The Spiritual Care team also regularly visits each 
Baruch Community to lead Bible studies, worship services, 
memorial services, and other special events to further 
facilitate spiritual involvement for our residents and staff. 
The team furthermore provides one-on-one pastoral calls, 
tending to individual residents and staff members for 
personal counseling and care.  It is the heart of Spiritual 
Care to be available to staff and residents, to lift them up in 
prayer, and to provide loving and compassionate support. 
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“Do not cast me away when I am 
old; Do not forsake me when my 
strength is gone.”    
			   - Psalm 71:9

Baruch Senior Ministries also recognizes the need for affordable care.

As a not-for-profit organization, Baruch offers a more affordable option to seniors, and as God blesses us, we utilize our 
resources to maintain and renovate our homes and to grow so that we may serve more communities. To further support 
its mission, Baruch has established an income-based program that provides reduced rent to qualified residents based 
on their individual monthly income. This program is entirely confidential and secures the same level of care as all of our 
residents. The income-based program assures a resident and their family that they will never be asked to leave due to 
personal financial circumstances—assures they will never be abandoned.   

Baruch Senior Ministries is dedicated to quality 
senior care that promotes enjoyment, community, 
vitality, and purpose for every individual resident. 
For this reason, we provide meaningful and life-
enriching activities for our residents, celebrate 
holidays and significant events in our residents’ 
lives, encourage the use and the sharing of our 
residents’ gifts and talents, and invite family 
and community involvement together with our 
residents. It is Baruch Senior Ministries’ aim to 
provide seniors with not only quality care, but 
quality of life—a full life.  



Bernard and Viola, a couple  
from Park Place Assisted Living in 

Kalamazoo, renewed their vows  
on their 75th wedding anniversary! 

Spiritual Care Chaplain  
Ryan performed the ceremony  

for the devoted couple. 
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One of our own, Jack Chandler, a resident of The Willows in St. 
Joseph, was featured on the front cover of The Herald Palladium 
paper in August, together with his son Gregg Chandler. The 
article described the special father-son bond over a shared 
devotion to photography and to fighting memory-impairing 
disease. Jack Chandler’s photography career is nothing short 
of impressive—the article states that he served with the 
Marines as an aerial photographer during the Korean War—and 
though retired, Jack continued to use his gift with his son by 
photographing the Walk to End Alzheimer’s event that was held 
August 13th of 2016 in St. Joseph.



Bishop Hills of Rockford partnered with local 
Crossroads Church to pack Samaritan’s Purse 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes with gifts and 
supplies to be delivered to kids throughout the world. 

Bishop Hills and Crossroads completed a total of 60 
boxes, and plan to complete still more next year.

Two of our homes, Bishop Hills and Lakeshore, celebrated 
significant anniversaries in 2016: Bishop Hills 20 years in the 
Rockford community and Lakeshore 30 years in the Grand 
Haven community. Baruch Senior Ministries celebrates with 
them as we honor the legacy of each home in their community. 
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BARUCH SERVES MICHIGAN COMMUNITIES



Barbara Rhodes-Williams joined Baruch Senior Ministries in May 2016 as the Executive Assistant 
to the Vice President of Operations. Barbara is responsible for managing tasks related to the 
executive’s work, project management, coordinating meetings, special events, managing 
schedules, and is communication liaison to team members, customers, and vendors. Barbara 
brings a wealth of administrative education and experience including a Master’s degree in 
Business Administration and a Bachelor’s in Administrative Services.

Barbara enjoys spending time with her family, conducting genealogy research, and shopping.

Michelle Schmuland also joined the corporate team in November 2016 as the Office Assistant. 
Michelle provides general office support, updates and maintains the website, and assists in 
writing and editing. Michelle graduated from Liberty University of Virginia in May 2016, earning 
her Bachelor’s in English.

Michelle enjoys exploring quaint towns, eating sushi, and studying English and Russian literature. 

Baruch hosted a graduation luncheon in December in celebration of our Administrators who 
completed various levels of certification from Senior Living University. The Senior Living certification 
courses are designed to develop leaders, operational expertise, and enhanced understanding of 
Assisted Living.  In 2016, a total of 27 certifications were awarded, including six Level 1 certifications, 
sixteen Level 2 certifications, and five re-certifications. We are proud of our Administrators for their 
commitment to their communities and for their growth as caregiving professionals. 
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CORPORATE TEAM



At Baruch Senior Ministries, we make resident security, comfort, 
and enjoyment our priority. One of the ways in which we carry 
out this priority is to invest in community renovations for the 
benefit of our residents. It is of great importance to us that our 
facilities are continually improving so that each would be more 
than a functioning facility to our residents, but also a comfortable 
home.  

Continuing the renovation work from 2015, the makeover of 
Building ‘B’ of Park Place in Kalamazoo was completed in 2016.  
To enhance the comfort and security of the home, cosmetic 
updates such as new wallcoverings, flooring, paint, as well as 
infrastructural updates such as a new HVAC system and a new fire 
suppression system, have now been put in place in Building ‘B’.

Lakeshore Sierra also experienced a full renovation in 2016. The 
updates include added fire suppression, a new roof, exterior 
paint, new cabinets, new lighting, new furniture in the common 
areas, new paint and new carpeting in all resident rooms, and an 
additional resident room. 
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Baruch Senior Ministries is pleased to have added Effie’s Place to our family of communities in February of 2016. Effie’s 
Place is located in the lovely resort town of Leland on the Leelanau Peninsula, approximately 30 miles Northwest of 
Traverse City. The home includes a total of 8 rooms, both suites and studios, charming and fitting to the needs of the 
Leland community. Effie’s has a nostalgic history in the community: it is the original property of Pete Johnson and his 
wife, Effie Johnson, the beloved local librarian of thirty years whom after the facility is named. Baruch is honored to be 
able to carry on the cultural heritage of the Leland home. 
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